
District Lodge 19 is  

Announcing the Retirement 

of  

  Railroad Machinist 

 Jerry Hite 

 44 Year IAMAW Member 

44 Years of Railroad Service 

On May 31, 2018, Machinist Jerry Hite retired from CSX Transportation.  Brother Hite retired from the CSX Jacksonville Service Cen-

ter in Jacksonville Florida.  Brother Jerry is a 44-year IAM member with 44 years of faithful service in the rail industry.  Brother Jerry 

was hired by the Seaboard Coast Line and also worked for The Family Lines, Chessie System and now is retired from CSX.    Brother 

Jerry started on April 1, 1974 (April Fool’s Day) at the West Jacksonville Shop as a Carman.  He worked as a Carman for 9 months 

and then was furloughed.  Brother Jerry was furloughed for 2 years.    He came back to CSX in West Jacksonville Shop as a laborer 

and after one year he took a set up as a Machinist Apprentice.  Brother Jerry completed his 5-year Apprenticeship program and 

became a Journeyman Machinist at West Jacksonville.   Brother Jerry worked at the West Jacksonville Shop before the railroad 

closed the shop down.  Brother Jerry took the next 13 years off on a leave of absence because of the shop closing.   

Brother Jerry was recalled back to work in 1997 at the Moncrief Yard, Jacksonville Service Center.  Brother Jerry continued to work 

at the Jacksonville Service Center for 21 years until he retired on May 31, 2018.  With all the furloughs it took him until April of 

2018 to get his 30 years of railroad service in.   

One of the changes that Brother Jerry saw during his career as a railroader was that computers were put in the cabs of locomo-

tives. Other changes that came over his tenure were steerable trucks and the upgrades on the locomotive engines dealing with 

pollution.  

Brother Jerry served as President and Vice President for many years in his local lodge, Local Lodge 257, Jacksonville FL.  One of the 

biggest things Jerry found was once he found his place on the railroad, he also found happiness.  He believes that young machinists 

need to find their place on the railroad and when they do they will also find happiness as he did.    

Brother Jerry is a talented woodworker and has his own wood shop.  He loves to build furniture and musical instruments.  One of 

his favorite pieces of furniture he likes to build is solid oak tables.  He also has made a couple of F Style Mandolins for friends. 

Brother Jerry has a son, daughter and 4 grandchildren that he loves dearly and is very proud of.  He has one grandson that loves to 

talk about trains.  Brother Jerry was very happily married for over 43 years.  Sadly, Brother Jerry’s dear wife, Ann, passed away on 

April 30, 2018, just one month before his retirement. Brother Jerry said that Ann was the perfect Railroad Machinist’s wife.  She did 

a great job raising the kids.  She got up every morning, had breakfast for him and every evening had dinner ready for him.   

I thoroughly enjoyed meeting and getting to know Brother Jerry Hite.  He is a good man and a true hard-working machinist.  He also 

served the members of Local Lodge 257 very well as President and Vice President.   I wish him a safe and happy retirement just as 

many of you do! 

Jason Gibbs  

General Chairman, CSX 
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